
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 2, 2016 

Prior to the regular meeting, the Commission convened an executive session at 4:15 PM 
to discuss potential litigation issue per RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i) and adjourned at 4:24 PM.   

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 2, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Catherine Price, Recording Secretary; 
Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Jones Atterberry, former PUD Commissioner, Terri Cook, 
Jessica Sidhu, Jennifer Thompson, Teamster Business Representative, Gary Haglund, R 
Davis, Dale Ragan, George Wolner, Tina Champeaux, Curt Warner, Curt Tronsdal, Jim 
Walters, Ryan Dales, Brandon Stone, Skagit Valley Herald, Mark Semrau, Jeff White, 
Dana Chrysler, Kim Fox, and Mike Newman; District Employees:  including Jamie 
LeBlanc, Garry Riddle, Scott Kahns, Colby Waite Chris Shaff, Joe Dralle, Brad 
Washington, Jerry Middleton, Wes Stene, Ty Kaech, Jose Ortiz, Ed Heidt, Kurt 
VanBurkleo, Cathy Langlow, and Krista Lewis. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 2, 2016: 

a. Approval of Minutes 01/26/16 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Voucher No. 2660 - Voucher Nos. 5431-5482 ($35,872.79) 02/02/16 

The motion passed.  

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report: 

• Attorney Gilbert reported that the District has received two delinquent summons 
from the IRS, both are being responded to appropriately.  Neither one is a District 
customer. 

• Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported that last week crews tied in the 
36” transmission line at 30th Street, the Contractor is planning the tie in for the 24-
inch transmission line but a 24-inch valve is not shutting tight to take the line out 
of service, District crews are working on the 24-inch valve, crews repaired a 
break in Clear Lake, the next pipe replacement project is the Ball Road project, 
and the concrete pad for the Conway fill station has been poured and the Bow Hill 
Road pad will be poured this week, the fill station representative will be on site 
the week of February 16, to assist in startup and train staff on operation and 
maintenance. 
Commissioner Robertson requested a discussion involving Commission prior to 
making fill stations available; Interim Manager Sidhu concurred. 

• IT Manager Chrysler reported that he would be reporting under New Business, 
2016 Budget discussion. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported that the District is only taking water from the 
streams between rainstorms, the new intake at Gilligan Creek is working great, 
and Mundt Creek intake needs repair. 

• Community Relations Manager Tate reported a great week of training with North 
Star, next visit is planned the end of the month, with user training to follow in 
March. 

• Human Resource Manager White reported that the District has received 15 
applications for the Auditor position advertised.  Interviews are tentatively 



scheduled the week of February 22 to coincide with Treasurer Dales anticipated 
return, hope to fill the position by the end of the month.  Commission comments 
included being present for interviews, board appointment allowed by RCW, 
Manager and staff interview and hire individual, and the Commission elects to 
appoint the individual.  Commissioner Robertson and Cook proposed involving 
the Commission with selection between the top two candidates. 

• Human Resource Manager White reported that although the Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) from executive recruitment firms to assist with the General 
Manager search received no responses, one proposal was received after a direct 
request, another proposal was requested of Ms. Turner, as requested by 
Commissioner Cook, Commissioner Robertson reported that he is waiting to hear 
from a recruitment firm also.  HR Manager White stated that the proposals would 
be reviewed, keeping the Commission informed throughout the process, including 
costs and proposals. 

Under Audience Comments, Mike Newman stated he has not seen a copy of the full 
budget but had several comments regarding computer system project numbers and asked 
for some answers.  Attorney Gilbert replied that this is an open public meeting where the 
public can observe the Commission taking action, have the opportunity to comment and 
ask questions; however, the public does not have the right to demand answers or disrupt 
the meeting.  Mike Newman continued with his comments regarding licensing fees, 
computer upgrade project travel, when are we going to hear from the consultant, number 
of District employees in management, operating costs, inflation, raises and water system 
maintenance.   

Under Audience Comments, Curt Warner expressed that he felt it would alleviate a lot of 
tension if the Commission would provide an extra opportunity for public comment in an 
orderly manner during the meeting.  Mr. Warner thanked the Commission for the 
opportunity to speak. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented a draft redlined Teamster 
Collective Bargaining Agreement (2016-2018).  Discussion ensued regarding Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) average, proposed COLA percentage, utility comparisons (District 
personal leave is below comparable averages), medical costs, and traditional equal 
treatment of union and non-union employees with regard to COLA and personal leave.  
Commissioner Cook asked if the full 8% rate increase would be needed to cover these 
expenses; Interim Manager Sidhu replied no, the rates are also used for the Capital fund.  
Commissioner Robertson moved to accept the Teamster Collective Bargaining 
Agreement (2016-2018) as presented.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Resolution No. 2229-16 A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF 
SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE FINAL BUDGET FOR 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON FOR 
THE CALENDAR YEAR 2016.  Commissioner Littlefield asked for clarification that the 
rate increase and infrastructure improvement line item charge is included in the proposed 
budget; Interim Manager Sidhu replied affirmatively.  Interim Manager Sidhu reviewed 
the proposed resolution, along with the history of budget presentations and work sessions 
to date, and clarified the changes that were made since the budget work session.  IT 
Manager Chrysler reviewed many aspects of the computer software upgrade, clarifying 
that there are three project costs associated with computer software upgrade, City Works, 
Northstar and Cayenta, Cayenta tasks are itemized and need to be loaded into a schedule 
with the Finance department.  IT Manager Chrysler reviewed amounts to pay outstanding 
invoices and finish each project.  IT Manager Chrysler explained that he was handed 
these projects and intends to see them through; however, he is not responsible for them 
being over-budget.  Commissioner Cook commented that he wanted Cayenta 
representatives to attend a meeting and respond to questions about the budget.  Interim 
Manager Sidhu suggested another work session to review the current charges and the 
budget status of the software upgrade projects.  Commissioner Robertson stated that he is 
ready to move forward with the budget as presented.  Commissioner Cook commented 
that this is an example of how we are operating and what is wrong here, we need to hire a 
new General Manager and get his input before adopting the budget.  Commissioner 



Robertson moved to adopt Resolution No. 2229-15 as presented.  Operations Manager 
Fox stressed that a new General Manager will need time to catch up and we need to move 
forward with the budget.  Commissioner Robertson restated his motion.  The motion 
passed.  Ryan Dales made a negative remark about the Audience Comment period. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu requested a work session be set to discuss 
irrigation issues for the year 2016, which is anticipated to be a non-drought year.  In 
addition to Interim Manager Sidhu and the Commission; Bill Trueman, Environmental 
Services Coordinator; Fred Buckenmeyer, Anacortes Public Works Director; and Tom 
Mortimer, Water Rights Attorney, will be asked to attend.  A Work Session was set to 
discuss Skagit Irrigation at 2:30 PM on Tuesday, February 9, 2016.  

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield asked the audience to come 
anytime, if you want to be placed on the Agenda, call the office and make that request.  
He stated that next week the Commission would discuss if they want to cancel the 
meeting of February 16, as it follows a Monday holiday.  

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 2, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:43 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


